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President’s Corner 


My goal over the next several months is to have the basic contents of a proposed CGBCI 
Vision Statement printed in the Voice Newsletter ahead of our arrival at Conference. But 
before I begin to present the actual content of a vision statement, I would first like to 
discuss the basic need for change, from ‘maintenance thinking’ to ‘strategic thinking.’ As 
a Pastor, I know how easy it is to get “caught up’ in the regular routine of a weekly schedule that allows little 
time for creative thinking. But I just finished reading an excellent book entitled, Comeback Churches, by Ed 
Stetzer and Mike Dodson, which has helped to stimulate my thoughts. This book was recommended to me, and 
I pass that recommendation on to you. How can churches that have plateaued or declined, even almost to the 
point of closure, be revitalized? While there are many facets to answering this question, one fundamental 
ingredient is to have a change in attitude, from maintenance to mission. Note the chart below & evaluate the 
mind-set of yourself and your church. Which column best represents your condition? 

Basic Elements of Strategic Thinking verses Maintenance Thinking’ 


Strategic Thinking Maintenance Thinking I have at times wondered how many churches in 
Effective Efficient our Fellowship have given up hope of growing. It 
Success Sasler Pailure-Avoidee is NOT time to give up, but it may be time to 
Proactive Menchwe change, and true change is hard! The status quo 
: : has to go! Thus we need to become more 

Dynamic Static : : : ee oe 

- - intentional & committed to envisioning & aiming 
Flexible Inflexible for outreach & growth. “Wanting to grow is not 
Innovative Traditional enough,” and “making no plans for growth results 
Confronts Avoids in little or no growth every time.” Therefore, 
Coordinated Fragmented formulating a vision statement is one small step in 
Interdependent Independent the right direction. A bigger & more significant 


step is to believe and obey Romans 12:2, And to 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what 
the will of god is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. And let’s remember Ephesians 2:10, For we 
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 
would walk in them. 1 am already very much encouraged by some of the work I’ve seen from the Panels, and 
I’m anxiously waiting to see more. In the next Voice Newsletter I will share the plans & goals given to me by 
the Foreign Missions Panel. Please continue to pray for renewal & direction from the Lord. 


' This is taken from “A Strategy Development Process” by Hugh Townsend at NAMB (A Church Planter Network Source). Ed 
Stetzer & Mike Dodson, Comeback Churches, (B & H Publishing Group, Nashville, 2007, p. 181. 


* Ibid, p. 72. 
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Pastorless Churches: Let’s take a short quiz. Can you give the name of each of the following churches? 
1. What church has only 4 letters in its name? 

2. What church do you have to go up & over a long & high bridge? 

3. What church has a country store & post office-in-one just down the road? 
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4. What church is a real country church, yet has 5 towns to minister to? 

5. Can you give the last name of each Pastor of these 4 churches? 

How did you do? The answers are: 1. Leon IN; 2. Ozark MI; 3. Aleppo PA; and 4. Mill Run MD 

The answer for #5 is: there are no Pastors. Please pray God will provide them a Pastor this year. Can you help 
find them one, or is God asking you to contact them, or ****? Call Pastor Marvin Meeker if you would like 
more information. His number is 574-269-1298 


Fellowship Websites: http://www.cgbci.org If any church would like to have its website added to the 
Fellowship website; please send that information to Pastor Ethan Kallberg at pastorethan @lvgbc.net 


Practorium Classes: Jonah Exegesis and Intermediate Hebrew will be offered through the Lakeland School of 
Theology April 7-11, 2014. This is a two-part intensive course in which M.Div. students may take Jonah or 
Intermediate Hebrew (text book is William’s Hebrew Syntax third addition) or both (credits awarded 
accordingly—two credits per course, total of four credits). D.Min. students are required to take both parts. The 
cost is $50 per credit. Pastor DeLane Miller will be teaching the class. It will be held at Lakeland CGBC or 
Cornerstone GBC in Mansfield or Washington, PA (contingent upon student interest). Call Pastor Russ 
Simpson or Pastor DeLane Miller for more details. 


New Addresses, Email Addresses, Phone Numbers, Websites: Pastor Gary Kochheiser’s new email address 
is: garykochheiser @ Hotmail.com 


2014 CGBCI Annual National Conference: The time is getting closer and closer!!! Make your plans NOW 
to attend the CGBCI Annual National Conference in 2014. You will experience excellent teaching, great 
fellowship, and wonderful worship with like-minded fellow believers in a beautiful area of the country. Plan to 
come to the 2014 conference, make it a family vacation — there’s something for all ages, you’ll be glad you did. 
The 2014 Conference theme is “Seeing 2020” and the dates for Conference will be Thursday evening, June 
26th through Tuesday morning, July 1st. Pre-conference meetings will be Tuesday, June 24th through 
Thursday afternoon, June 26th. Post-conference meetings will be Tuesday afternoon, July Ist through 
Wednesday morning, July 2nd. Please notice that this will be a shift by one day in comparison to previous 
conference schedules. Please mark your calendars now and plan to come to conference. The conference will be 
held at the Antiochian Village near Ligonier PA. Room rates will be $68.00 plus tax. Reservations may be 
made at 724-238-3677 (be sure to mention that it is for the CGBCI Conference). 


Conference information was mailed to the churches in January. If you plan to go to Conference, please check 
with your pastor or church secretary for the information if the poster is not displayed. The information is also 
available on the Fellowship web site www.cgbci.org Room reservation forms, meal plans, menus, etc. are on 
the web site. When you call for room reservations, you will also need to inform Antiochian of your meal plan 
so be sure to use the forms. That way, you will also have a copy when you check in. If you do not have access 
to the web site, please contact Pastor Ike Graham at orrvillegrace @ gmail.com or call 330-683-3526. We can 
send the information to you. 


YCON: The CGBCI Youth Conference information has been sent to the churches. The theme for this year is: 
Your Life, His Design. Make your plans now to attend. The cost for conference is $375.00. Registrations 
should be mailed to Pastor Brian Auten, 413 Grove Ave, Galion OH 44833. They must be postmarked no later 
than June 2, 2014. A twenty dollar ($20) late fee will be assessed after June 2nd. 
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Holy Land Tour with Mike Wingfield: Here is your invitation to join this action-packed tour of the land of 
the Bible. Join host Mike Wingfield, who has traveled throughout the Middle East for more than 25 years, as he 
leads the group and teaches the Bible where it took place. The cost of the tour is $3,899.00 per person from 
New York. If you are interested in receiving a brochure and registration form, please him a request at: PT 
News, PO Box 13006, Roanoke VA 24030-3006. The dates of the tour are November 3 through November 
11, 2014 
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News from the Fellowship Churches 


Solid Rock GBC, South Whitley IN; Pastors Tim Cover and Dave Swenson: Praise 
N a the Lord! We had 30 people in church this past Sunday morning. We have been hovering 
AA | m | 


around that for months now, having 28 or 29. We finally hit that goal. We even had 6 of 
our regular people gone. And only 1 of those 30 was a first time visitor. God is doing 
amazing things here!!! 


New Troy GBC, New Troy MI; Pastor Larry “Red” Williams: Despite the cold, harsh winter, we have 
NOT cancelled any of our Sunday morning services. We thank the Lord for adding three new families to our 
congregation. We pray they will all become active, responsible members. Five of them participated in our 
three-fold communion in January, a unique experience for them; our attendance totaled 19. Pastor Red is 
excited about heading up the Children's Conference in June. He has recruited several folks for his team: Pastor 
Bob and Suzi Kulp, Joann Simpson, Bob and Lila Mensinger (from his own church) and his wife, Pat. The 
theme will be "Pioneers for Jesus," and the program will include a study of the life of Joshua, crafts, games, 
Bible memory, songs, hand bells and a wonderful trip and picnic at Fort Ligonier. The first three adults who 
volunteer to drive and chaperone will receive free entrance. Call Pastor Red at 269-426-3121 or email him at 
newtroygbc @juno.com 


Ozark GBC, Moran MI: On Wednesday, February Sth, the church furnace literally blew its stack. Pipes, 
ducts and soot all over everything. The furnace was probably at least 40 years old and the extreme weather this 
winter was just too much stress for it. The congregation knew it needed to be replaced but was praying it would 
last until Spring. God has other plans. Please pray for wisdom for the church as they try to determine how to 
proceed from here, and that God would provide financially for this emergency. (There are no other 
fundamental churches within a radius of 20 miles.) If you have any questions contact Mike Ostrander at (269) 
687-8081 or Dan Funderburg at (906) 569-3202. 
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Prayer Requests & Health Updates 


Peggy Jones: Peggy slipped and fell on the ice on Monday, Feb 3rd. Peggy's lower arm was splinted in the 
ER. On Feb 4th, she went to the orthopedist where he set the bone -- what a painful experience, even after 
numbing. Can't be sure how long it will take to heal, but the Great Physician can expedite things drastically. 
Your prayers are appreciated. 


Pastor Ron Jarvis: On Feb 16th, in church while Pastor Ron was reading Scripture, he grabbed the podium, 
turned white, "vision went all white," light headed, etc. It was before the morning message. The "squad" was 
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called. Pastor Chris Knight took the congregation downstairs for a service while the squad arrived and they 
"took care of Pastor Ron." One or two individuals in the church have SOME medical knowledge. Between 
them and the squad, the symptoms were suspicious of a possible mini stroke. UPDATE: as of Feb 18th, Pastor 
Ron is HOME! PTL! Many tests were run while in the hospital. Many things were ruled out as a cause to "the 
event" on Sunday morning. The term, presyncope, was given as a diagnosis. His blood pressure dropped 
VERY low. He had what is called a "gray out" (when one just sees white). They did find a slight UTI, but it is 
unlikely that it would have contributed to his problem on Sunday. Anyway, Becky said that he seems to be 
doing fine now at home and that the doctor said that this MIGHT happen again, but not necessarily. The Jarvis 
family thanks everyone for their prayers. 


Pastor Jeff Kran: Dear Fellow soldiers, I wanted to update the fellowship on a prayer request for an 
upcoming outreach. We will begin doing a house to house showing of a DVD called "The Miracle of Israel". 
This will allow both door to door work and event evangelism we deeply covet your prayers in all phases of this 
so that the Lord might maximize our contact with Jewish people and the Continental Villas area. We will begin 
the canvassing every Sunday in February and have planned by God's grace to begin showing the DVD at the 
end of February. We will take a short break for Mid-year Conference and then we plan to start back up with 
this type of outreach again in May. 


DOOD OOOH YOO OOO OOOO OOO OHGO OOH OOOH HO OOOO OOOH OOO OOO OOOH 
HOME MISSIONS NEWS 


Metro Jewish Missions, Phoenix AZ; Evangelist Pastor Jeff Kran: Monthly 
Fellowship/Havurah meetings: 
We will be having our first monthly Havurah (Hebrew for fellowship) meeting on March 14, 
using space generously donated for free by the Hillside Southern Baptist Church. This 
monthly outreach time will include; a small message connecting the normal weekly portion 
the five books of Moses which is read in the synagogues to Jesus, along with food, fellowship 
and some fun. The purpose of this meeting is to create an informal environment that unbelievers can be invited 
to on a Friday night as a form of outreach. 

Please be praying as I do the advertising for this special event 

Please be praying for the meetings themselves 

Please be praying for the logistics and message prep 
Looking to the future: Vision for 2015 and beyond: I'm excited that Jordan Bradley, a young man from the Peru 
Grace Brethren church, will be joining me for approximately 6 weeks, with the possibility of the Peru youth 
group joining him for the last week. He will receive some outreach opportunities, training in the area of Jewish 
objections and apologetics in general, as well as some understanding of philosophy and Jewish cultural 
practices. Beyond this, it is my vision and hope that he will get a taste for cross-cultural ministry in this country 
in general, and that the Peru youth group might also catch a vision for reaching the people groups which are 
non-Anglo-Saxon in our country. 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS NEWS 


following goals for India up to and including the year 2020: 


ce) India Ministry: The Foreign Missions Panel met in November and determined the 
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7 Year Goals for 2020 as they relate to India 
1. To have current mission fields maturing by 2020 
2. To develop a foreign mission training program to be added to Practorium curricula. 
3. To have short term mission trips 
1st Year Goal for 2014: Our current written plan with financial goals be met, with correspondence to Brother 
Paul so that he knows what the plan is. 
2nd Year Goal for 2015: To continue communication and brainstorming in order to see the current church 
planters supported financially by the churches and other necessary means in country. 
3rd Year Goal for 2016: Open a new field in a new state in India with 50% support from the CGBCI and 50% 
support from the churches in India. 
4th Year Goal for 2017: Begin reduction of support to India and Cameroon to 90% (exempting new fields) 
1. Organize a short term mission trip, per interest. 
5th Year Goal for 2018: 
1. Begin reduction of support to 80% (exempting new fields). 
2. Open a second field in a new state in India 
6th Year Goal for 2019: Begin reduction of financial support to 70%. 
7th Year Goal for 2020: Begin reduction of support to 60% in India. 


Thank you for your faithful prayers and support of the church planting ministry in India. 
Please send financial support to: 


CGBCI Foreign Missions 
P.O. Box 217 
Grimes, IA 50111 For more information go to: www.insightintoindia.wordpress.com 


“THE VOICE NEWSLETTER?” is the communication tool of the Conservative GBCI. News or mailing 
updates should be sent to Connie Marsh at jcmarshl @comcast.net or at 2376 Shadowbrook Dr, Peru IN 46970, or 
phone: 765-472-3847, by the 20th of each month. 
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